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THE NETHERLANDS.
The Netherlands is a small country, geographically located in the north western part of the European continent, and is surrounded in the east by Germany, in the south by Belgium, and in the west and north by the North Sea. The country has about 16,5 million inhabitants, with large numbers in the big cities in the north west of the country: Amsterdam, Utrecht,

The Hague and Rotterdam. The southern part of the country in general is Catholic, while in the northern part a wide variety of religions can be found: Dutch Reformed, Protestants, Muslims, etc. The main part of the country is rather flat and on the level of the North Sea waters. The most southern province, Limburg, in the most southern areas is hilly and about 430 meters about the North Sea level. In The Netherlands, officially some 185 different nationalities are registered inhabitants, the majority of them also can be found in the four main cities in the western part, a.k.a. ‘Randstad (ring cities)’. 
TOURIST VISIT.
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OTHER (UNKNOWN) SIDES.
But, being a part of the world and especially the European continent, The Netherlands is also subject to changes, which

are not always the most attractive reasons to visit the country. Drugs, weapons, (inter)national crime: for some persons even reasons enough to avoid the country. However, there is no reason to stay away from the nice small west European country along the North Sea: statistics show that The Netherlands is a rather safe and secure area to go to, compared to its surrounding countries!
DRUGS/COFFEE SHOPS.
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WEAPONS.

The current Dutch arms law is named ‘Wet Wapens en Munitie (Law on weapons and ammunition)’, and applies to all persons who live or visit the country: in principle nobody is authorized to carry a weapon, except for the police forces and the armed forces. Only a rather small number of persons is authorized to possess a personal fire arm: upon records check,
with a police ‘arms permit’ and solely for practicing in shooting clubs. In all other situations these arms must be carried in a maximum secured way and stored in heave burglary free cabinet in the house or the shooting club’s arms safe. Even the possession or the import of fake weapons, like toy guns, etc., is prohibited by law. Weapons in this country include, but are not limited to: guns, revolvers, ammunition, survival and other big knives, police sticks, pepper spray, alarm pistols, etc.
PUBLIC ORDER AND SECURITY.

In the far history, The Netherlands was confronted with some ‘terrorist incidents’; the last known incident was in 1995 in relation to the political situation in northern Ireland (IRA incident)! Ever since there have been some incidents, which are considered to be ‘criminal incidents’, although weapons were used. The US forces in this country never were confronted with anti-US incidents, at least not where any kind of violence was involved. Except for some (organized) crime by mainly East European gangs or individuals, in general the situation in this country may be called ‘safe and secure’!
POLICE FORCES.
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PREVENTIVE SEARCHES.
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS.

Like in the USA, in Europe most countries have nationwide standard emergency phone numbers; in the near future this should become the same number all over the European Union. But currently, in The Netherlands the most important phone numbers are:
IMMEDIATE LIFE SAVING HELP:  
1 1 2   

(For urgent assistance by police, medics, fire department –

Toll free, even for public phone cells!)

ALL OTHER CASES:
0900 – 8844
(For all other situations, like information, guidance, 

complaints, reports, etc.)
US CONSULATE AMSTERDAM:
020-6790321
(In all cases, where you may be or get into problems!)
IMPORTANT TIPS.
· Always bring a valid US passport or military ID and TDY order with you!
· Don’t ever bring any kind of weapon with you!

· Don’t ever bring other forbidden substances (e.g. soft or hard drugs)!

· Be aware of pickpockets and other criminals, especially in the big cities!

· Avoid areas where demonstrations or raids are taking place!

· Always store away your personal property in a safe way!

· Don’t express your American nationality to obvious: ‘keep a low profile’!

Of course you’re always welcome to come and visit The Netherlands: absolutely of one of the nicest areas in Europe!

I hope that you will have a safe, but especially nice time if you come and visit this country!  
Mr. Alphons M. Lambrichts
LN Investigator, Benelux MID, 66th MI Group

December 04, 2003
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Since the beginning of 2003, (civilian and military) police forces may conduct searches in public, of course IAW Dutch legislation. The local Mayor, upon consultation of the regional DA Office, may order the (local) police forces to conduct clothing and vehicle searches in specific areas and at specific times. This means that everybody, who is present in a public area (street, building, or other areas) upon request of a policeman or policewoman, by law has to


cooperate in clothing, and if present, vehicle searches. The legislative reason for these so called ‘preventive searches’ is to stop the illegal possession of weapons (mainly by foreign criminals) and to bring back the feeling of ‘public safety and security’ to the local population!


In practice, anywhere in the country and at all times, you may observe the presence of a large number of policemen. At all times, give response to their commands without any hesitation: not responding to a policemen’s request means you’re committing a crime! The policemen involved will explain what the purpose of the searches is and what will happen.  





In the Netherlands, there are two different police forces: both forces with full law enforcement authorizations to every person present in the country. First of all there is the ‘civilian police’: named the ‘politie’, and secondly there is the ‘military police’, named the Koninklijke Marechaussee’. Basically, in the Netherlands the civilian police forces are the standard police authorities one has to deal with; in case there is no ‘politie’ available, or if Dutch or foreign military or dependents are involved, and in some other cases, the ‘Marechaussee’ is primary responsible for law enforcement activities.


So if foreign soldiers and/or their dependents visit the country, in principle they have to contact the regional ‘brigades’ of the military police forces, which can be found in most big cities. 


The civilian police forces are present in all villages, smaller and bigger cities (especially in all suburbs). Police forces can easily be contacted be phone (see below) or personal visits.





In the last decade, the Dutch governments and parliaments approved that, in spite of the standard European legislation on drugs, some use and possession of soft drugs should be tolerated. In practice this means that each person is allowed to have with him/her for personal use only, no more than 3 grams of (indicated types of) soft drugs. To get these soft drugs, one can only go to special authorized places to buy these items: the so called ‘coffee shops’. These are those places where tourists want to go and drink a cup of coffee: these places are named in Dutch ‘lunchroom’ or ‘bar’! 





The Netherlands is worldwide known for its famous tourist attractions: windmills, tulips, the polders and numerous rivers, canals and channels. But also the high number of old cities with their ancient castles, ‘Golden Century’ houses and warehouses. Besides all these known attractions, the country has a long beach of yellow sand, numerous farms and fruit gardens.


American tourists have a preference to visit cities like The Hague, Rotterdam and Amsterdam,


but also other places like the most southern part of the country, the province of Limburg, known for its American/Dutch history and the oldest Dutch historical inheritance. 
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